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SERIOUS AND EARNEST 
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REFLECTIONS | 


Sc. &c. Ec. 


** 


T is now about ten years ſince we witneſſed the origin of 
[67 he tremendous Conflict, within the influence of whoſe vortex 
"Athe whole of Europe has been ſucceſſively drawn; and it is ex- 
gſactly five yeacs, ſince it firſt implicated us in its diſaſters, * Dur- 
ing the whole of this period, its condition has been unremittingly 
progreſſive, But, as every progreſs has its term, and as the ter- 


muſt be, either the final and total breaking up of our Britiſh 
Polity, and its extermination from the ranks of civilized 
Secicty or elſe, its triumphant eſtabliſnment, and more 
ſecure radication i in the Chriſtian World; it becomes a taſk of 
infinite concernment, to penetrate with the utmoſt labour and 
| 4 nxiety of thought, towards an iſſue ſo dreadfully important. 
And that which muſt give the keeneſt edge to our powers of 
anticipation is, that the rapidity of the progreſs which the pre- 
Ment | conflict has purſued is ſuch, as to have brought us, in ; this 


E 


* 7 * See the excellent pamphlet of the Hon. R. G HAR PTR, EI. one of the 

Repreſentatives in Congreſs for the State of South Carolina, «On the Diſpute 
| as between the United States, and France?“ eſpecially the note to p. 93. The ſimple 
1 4 queſtion * Who were the Aggreſſors, Great Britain or France? —a queſtion. 
hich has been ſo much involved, tortured, and ſophiſticated, is there drawn to 


diſtinct point; and fairly determined, by an independent and able by-ſtander. 
i e ſhort 
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i | | 1 
| ſhort compals of time, to the very margin of the iſſue ; ſo that 4 
| of 
| we are, at the preſent inſtant, treading at the criſis, whoſe i 
alternatives are here deſcribed, a 5 4 


The torpor and liſtleſneſs, ich ſeem to caſt a general 
complexion over the face of the nation, might induce a timid _ b 
mind to prognoſticate the worſt reſult, did we not all know 
how ſpeedily vigour and activity, where they exiſt at all, 
may break forth; and that, in the moral nature of man, paſſions ; 
| : the moſt oppoſite, are frequently the heralds of each other. 
Jjuſt as, in the natural world, a ſullen and brooding calm 

will often uſher in the tempeſt ; and as the turbulence of the 
hurricane will often ſuddenly ſubſide, into profound tran- 
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quillity and peace. Thus, then, (provided it laſt not much * 
longer, the preſent vi/ible abſence of energy and vigour may 1 ) 


| yet be ſuddenly ſucceeded by þ blaze of exalted fortitude and 
unconquerable virtue amongſt us,---ſuch as Latimer deſcribed 
at the ſtake, with all the confidence of prophecy, at a criſis 4 
not more portentous than the preſent; “ Be of good cheer, Y 
© brother We ſhall, THIS Day, kindle sUcH A TORCH d 
C IN ENGLAND, * I truſt in God, ſhall NEvER BE Ex- * 
C TINGUISHED,” | 


But, if this be really the ſplendid proſpect reſerved for our 
country ; if the alternative, to which we are now haſtening, be q 
really that of ſalvation and of triumph, produced by a general 
exploſion of yirtue, piety, and valour, from the boſom of the 
nation; if this be really the event, we mutt diſcover the pledge ; [ 
of it within ourſelves ; ſince it is in ourſelves that theſe 3 : 

principles muſt fit have their being; and the individual ; | 
members, which conſtitute the nation, muſt firſt conceive | 


| theſe ſeeds within their own boſoms, before they can poſſibly $ 
| mid them in the boſom of the aggrogate which the ſame Þ 
| . ? indi- 7 
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Andividuals compoſe. I conceive there is no underſtanding fo 


at Ravincibly dull, as not to diſcern this; that, if a people, con- 
alc #fidered individually, are deſtitute of theſe” principles, the ſame 

* zeople, conſidered collettively as à nation, muſt be equally 
3 Uͥeſtitute of them. Now, it is the peſitive exiſtence, and real 
. 9 ultivation of theſe principles, in our ſeveral and individual 
li 


pbreaſts, on which EVERY THING DEPEXDS. Our ſitua- 
ion as a NaT1oN, at the preſent criſis, in reſpect of 
3 the protecting Providence of God, is awfully analogous 
f | to that of a memorable people, to whom the following ſolemn 

communication was made on the behalt of that Almighty 
im 3 Governor: —“ I call heaven and earth to record THIS DAY 

4 


c againſt you, that I have ſet before you LIFE axD 


n- B DEATH: therefore, cuusz LIFE, THAT THOU ANU 
4, | 
g «K THY SEED MAY LIVE.“ 


| Whoever has profoundly and maturely conſidered the preſent 
z circumſtances of this nation, and of thoſe which ſurround 
$ it; whoever has emancipated his thoughts from the con- 
A tracted ſphere of official or party politics; whoever has 
® > enlarged his proſpect to the extremity of human relations, 
3 and has exalted his contemplation to the Great Cauſe which 
influences over all; will be thoroughly perſuaded, that the 
g dooms of all States and Communities of Men, hang on the 
2 cternal principles of the Univerfal Moral Syſtem. Never did 


e % a great people fall, without corruption ;—never did virtue 
al pervade a ſmall one, without raiſing it to luſtre ;—never did 
 __ a falling nation combat, with zeal and fortitude, the morbid 
re 


gcauſe of its decay, and reintegrate its morals, without re- 
le covering its former eminence, and eſcaping the ruin into 
which it was lapſing. 


The 
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The Cx151s, to whoſe verge we are now breught in the 
rapid career of the preſent conflict, preſents to us the two 
alternatives of RUIN and SALVATION. Noth ird alternative 


can poſſibly have place; and one of thoſe two is irretrievably 


impending over us. With “ Heaven and Earth” to witneſs, 


and before the anxious obſervation of the whole world, | 
Chriſtian and Heathen, Almighty. God has ſet before us— 1 
LIFE and DEATH. With a wiſdom far beyond the reach 


of our fathom, He bas judged it expedient to place us between 
theſe alternatives. But, at the ſame time, with a goodneſs 
beyond all gratitude, though obvious to our experience, He 


has enjoined us, in language the moſt pointed and emphatic, 


« to CHUSE LIFE, that both we and our poſterity may live.“ 


— That deſolating calamity, that NATIONAL DEATH, in 
which other nations have been almoſt ſuddenly abſorbed, has 
but gradually and tardily diſplayed its terrors and menaces to 


us. TIME, which the infirmity and debility of man ſo urgently 
calls for on the proſpect oſ difficulty and danger, has been in- 
dulged to us with a condeſcenſion, a tenderneſs, and liberality, 
that black ingratitude only can veil from our diſcernment. 


SURPRISE and DISMAY, if ever they exiſted, have had ample 


time to waſte all their energies. That DzsPAIR, into which 
the heart of man is too apt to link, at the experience of uninter- 


mitting calamity, has, in a manner bordering on miraculous, 
been precluded from the poſleſſion of our boſoms, by the "Te: 


and illuſtrious inſtances of ſucceſs, which at different intervals 

have broken through the gloom, and marked out to view the 
| Almighty and Only Cauſe of all ſucceſſes. The ſame great events 
have further ſhewn us, the Protection which a fearleſs adheſion 
to duty in the hour of difficulty can at all times draw over us; 
and has demonſtrated, that an unſhaken fortitude, and a deter- 


mination on our part not to flinch till God ſlackens the trial, 
will enſure His favour, and eſtabliſh Our ſecurity, However, 
not- 


(8:1 


notwithſtanding all theſe uttequivocal teſtimonies of the-goods 
| neſs of God, we ſtill find the awful decrees of His wiſdom 
to be uniform and unſhaken, by the advancing progreſs of the 
calamities which lowly, but viſibly, are gaining ground to- 
wards us.—His ww:iſd-m ordains us to a TRIAL; His goodneſs 
gives us freely the alternativebf LIF E, and inſtigates us urgent- | 
ly to embrace it but at the ſame time, His tremendous wiſdom, | 


which originally deviſed the ſyſtem of the world, and which 
placed virtue and ſuffering ſo cloſely in alliance, has decreed, 
that we muſt acquire this LIFE, by vigorouſly and manfully 
combating the advances of DeaTH. This is the ſole condition 
on which He thinks fit to award His * 


„ 


The whole of this is obvious to every ſerious mind, able 
"Band willing to reflect. We have experienced the earneſts of | 
G deliverance ;—We db experience the moral certainty of a trial. | 
We thus diſcern, both what the eternal wiſdom has irreverſibly — 
decreed; and, what the unchangeable goodneſs will condition- 
ally beſtow. Vain and ſhallow muſt be the mind, or depraved 
3 the heart, that can diſcern, in the- preſent character of the - 
'3 world, nothing more than the ordinary colliſions of ſociety.— 
Ve hypocrites, (might we well exclaim) ye can diſcern the 
23 «< face of the ſky, and of the earth, how is it ye do not diſcern 
the ſigns of the times ! —We now fee a principle in action, 
1 which no human means, unaided by the co-operation of Pro- 
A eidence, can poſſibly check or coerce, We ſee the partial diſ- 
Y ſolution of the moral bonds, by which human thoughts and 
1 Ea have hitherto been held; we ſee the very principle of 
6 coheſion, by which all the particles of the moral ſyſtem were 
F firſt put together and cemented by God, partially corroded and 
4 deſtroyed. But, in ſeeing all this, we only ſee an occaſion 
ſuited to, anddeſerving of, the exerciſe of His omnipotence; we 
ſee a knot in every reſpect worthy the mer of His interpoſi- 


lion. 


on, 


e 
tian. To that Governing Power, what can be mote etſy, than 
to direct the operation of natural and human agencies to 
counteract the preſent diſorder, if it be now His will to termi- 
nate its career? N N 


Whoever reads the page of hiſtory with complete profit, 
will diſcern, that at diſtant intervals of time the ordinary 
character of human events is ſuperfeded, and ſuch changes 
produced and calamities exhibited, as ſhall arreſt the thoughts 
of many, and attract them to the notice and recognition of the 


UNIVERSAL MASTER. This is a part of the divine govern- 


ment intimately connected with the moral regimen of man. 
It is this which the prophet ſublimely and truly remarks 3 — 


« When TH judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
. * world WILL LEARN RIGHTEOUSNESS.” — This fateful 
leſſon is the firſt grand object, to which every ſyſtem upon earth 


is ſubordinate; nor need we wonder, ſince earth itſelf is ſubor- 


dinate to it, and retains its preſent being only in relation to it. 


As agents by whom Providence may ſtem the tide, and turn 
back the torrent, which He Himſelf has hitherto permitted to 
flow, God appears to have ſet us apart, and to have exerciſed 
us ſo long for the combat. By our ſeparation from the im- 
mediate theatre of deſolation, and by the benefits which that 


| ſeparation has afforded us, we have had ample time and means 


to ſurvey at leiſure, and to inveſtigate with care, the GREAT 
CAusk, in which we are now about to be called to take a 


2 more diſtinguiſhed and efficient part. We know from bitter 


experience, that partial diſorder is one of the myſterious facts, 
that render the divine purpoſes inſcrutable to our acuteſt pe- 
netration; but we alſo know, that the final and total deſitruction 
of what is goed, makes no part of that purpoſe, but is ad- 
verſe to His deareſt deſigns and His avowed plans. His 

own 
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* own ſpirit has e that “ The gates of hell ſhall not 


1 prevail againſt 1.“ — With this conviction, added to that 
A other, that God rules over all, and diſpoſes all things to His 
FB will, we can contemplate the partial diſorder, however dread- 
"'Y ful, which He now permits, without being hurried into a falſe 
9 and criminal inference, that He will therefore connive at the 
3 annihilation of every thing good. Upon this comfortable 
"Z conviction, therefore, we are to take eur ground, when we 
Y are called out, as almoſt the LAST of human agents preſented 
9 in the CHRISTIAN WORLD, for oppoſing the further pro- 
i greſs of the flood, that now inundates more than half of 
2 Chriſtendom, and threatens equal deſolation to the reſt. On 
bis ground we are to ſtand—(and a ſtrong one it is) that 
* God will one time terminate theſe diſorders that He will 
1 1 probably do ſo by the inſtrumentality of human agents; that 

w E are the only agents who now obſtru#t its fury, and almoſt® 
the only ones, who appear on the ſtage of n to 
15 operate its hual reyulſion. 


5 TEN myſelf ſanguine enough to embrace it as no 
| 3 prognoſtic of ſucceſsful iſſue, that we appear 
| ſomewhat awake to the awfulneſs of our ſituation and proſpect. 


: That the tremendous ſcenery which overhangs and ſurrounds 
, ö us, calls up in us ſentiments of anxiety, obſer vation, and con- 
: cern. That we may perceive, on the whole, rather a diminu- 
r © v40n than an zncreaſe of profligate and wanton revelry.—Did 
k we ruſh headlong into diſſipation and riot, in proportion as 
80 danger advanced; did we exhibit that deadly inſenſibility to 
. danger, that contemptuous defiance of ruin, Which nations 
- þ Since this was written, events have occurred t to give the greateſt ſtrength to 
8 our confidence; theſe, by throwing a barrier acroſ. the north of Furope, and there- 
1 by giving an opportunity to the powers of the Baltic to al, may prove the firſt 


check to the exorbitant tyranny of France. 


plunged 


r 
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plunged by corruption into the jaws of perdition; aways dit. 


trary diſpoſition in the breaſts of many, may, under God's 


play; our proſpects would be equally deſperate. But, the con- ; 5 


bleſſing, ripen into a ſymptom of proſperous iſſue; and, by the 


fame bleſſing, kindle and ſpread into that univerſal blaze of 4 7 
wiſdom, virtue, and religion, which can alone encounter and 


conſume the monſtrous and deadly adverſary of impiouſneſs, 1 


wickedneſs, and diſtraction. 


But, in order that this may be, wiſdom, virtue, probity, 
and, in one word, Religion, MUST be revived amongſt us, in 


all their energies; and every principle tending to counteract, 


enfeeble, or extinguiſh theſe, muſt be reſolutely and inexora- 
bly cut away. We muſt FiReT determine this in our 


reſpective boſoms, as we are individuals of the ſtate; and 


THEN, as we are collectively a people, we muſt lend our conſo- 
lidated means to confirm it by the irreſiſtible authority of 
PUBLIC Oeinion. An eſtimable writer has very recently, 
with the ſkill of a maſter, laid his finger upon the un- 
found part of all our ſyſtem; upon the real morbid principle, 


the ſeat of all our diſorder z and he has exhibited it in the 


plaineſt garb of truth, to the eyes of a people who do not appear 
unwilling to perceive it *, At the ſame time he has pointed out 
a ſafe and certain remedy, viz. (a Reform” not an infraction, 


innovation, or mutilation of our great and incomparable con- 


ſtitution, by whoſe” tranſcendent excellence alone, under 
Providence, we are the great people we are; but - A T Ho- 


4 ROUGH REFORM of PRINCIPLES and PRACTICES, amongſt 


CALL Ranks of people throughout the kingdom.” —a RE- 


FORM, that ſhall correct and ſubdue equally the IDLENEss 


* « REFORM or Ruin : Take your Choice.“ by Joux Bowpr ER, Eſq,---This 
Pamphlet has been abridged by its benevolent author, for more general diſtribu- 
tion. Of the Original about 5coo copies have been already called for; and of the 
Abridgemeut, nearly 10,000, 


and 


1 

aud IxsoLENCIH of the Low, and the ProFLIGAcy and 
7  ArnroGANCE of the High. For, ſurely,” to . borrow 
Words from the excellent Hooker, I cannot find any great 
4 cauſe of juſt complaint, that good laws have been ſo much 
9 * wanting to us, as we to them. To ſeek reformation of 
1 © evil laws, is a commendable endeavour; but, for us, _ 
= T MORE NECESSARY is, a ſpeedy redreſs of OURSELVES.” 


 Zwhile we may be deſtined to ſharp and ſevere ſervice in the pro- 


g A 4 nd regenerate our own morals, no one whoſe mind.is quali- 
| Med to give judgment on the caſe will heſitate to pronounce, 
Fhat ſuch a conſequence would be a bleſſing infinitely exceeding | 
z 2 eryother, which, as a nation, His Omnipotence could beſtow 
1 | upon us. We ſhall then have choſen and made ſure of 5 
1 o, «* that both angie and our poſterity ſhall me ups 
- | eel 
=_ 11 we turn from this bright and Sao e to the 
other terrible alternative, in which © death” becomes 
5 pur portion, bought by COWARD ICR, by APposTACY, by 
0 l |! REACHERY, and REBELLION againſt the ultimate OBE C 
; of all duty ;—if we contemplate the final ruin of that charge 
. 1 hich we were ſtationed here to defend, and the conſ-quences, 
beyond calculation diſaſtrous, which our deſertion muſt bring 
? Wn;—if we direct our thoughts to theſe conſiderations, we 
: | all find a proſpect widely different, open before us. We 
Hal! there behold the deluge of deſolation and of crime over- 
2 Spreading and engulphing this happy, rich, and powerful 
1 "Wand; ;—and our childrens' children, to the lateſt period of 
: time, loading with juſt execrations the loſt and daſtardly race, 


q 1 generations, e the ſtruggles of ſo many « centu- 


I Af the plans of Providence ſhould tend to this reſult, — and if, 


ſecution of thoſe plans, we may, by the ſame operation, purge 


nn ho relinquiſhed for ever, to the arm of rapine, and the rod 
s 1 f i impious tyranny, their precious inheritance, which ſo many 


But 


EN 


of theſe ſentiments, even when they feel them not. But, 
among the various modes of cowardice, there is one which 


ſuperadds to thoſe other ſentiments that of horror : this is, 
a cowardice combining with IMPIETY ; which, perhaps, con- 


ſtitutes the moſt hateful and depraved condition into which 
the human ſoul can fink. To fear Gop, is the beginning of 


all wiſdom, —the foundation of all virtue the ſpring of all 
perſonal value and the exhauſtleſs ſource of all manfulneſs 
and courage. To fear Man, is baſe and abject ;—it is 
_ equally irrational, unmanly, and. immoral. But, to fear 3 
Man more than Goto transfer fear from God to man—to let 


go our fear of God, to allow it to grow gradually faint, and expire 


before the inſults and menaces of men ;—or, if the Providence 
of God ſhould act in the world by judgments, to transfer 


tothe inſtruments of thoſe judgments the awe, reſpect, and 


ſubmiſſion, which can only be due to the Inviſible Hand that 
directs them; this is, the conſummation of human depravity 


and abandonment; this is, a mental corruption cloſely allied 
to idolatry, and produced by the ſame affinities ; this proves 
all future hopes of recovery to be vain and deſperate, and 
betokens a mind divorced from all affectionate commerce with 


its Maker. There is, perhaps, no iflue ſo tremendous, ſpeedy, 1 
and inexorable as this. To fear, or to enter into any com- 


But, let us more minutely examine the principles through A 
which alone this alternative can take place, and their hideous 
nature will make us the more anxious to ſhun them. Few F 
there are, who can contemplate pure and genuine Cow ARn- 3 
ICE, without ſentiments of iudignation and contempt ; ſtill ot, 
fewer are they, who will not at leaſt: make profefſion | 1 


4 
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promiſe with the fear of, man, where the rule of duty is un- 9 
equivocal, and God's will avowedly adverſe, is an act of F 
difloyalty and treaſon which His Severe can never 
permit. 


EE 


Let us contemplate a caſe in point. When the Aſſyrian 


5 * armies overran the whole of Syria, Paleſtine, and Idumea, 
8s . ? : . i . 
even to the very frontiers of Arabia and Egypt ;—when, 
| 4 f = three ſucceeding years of unabated ſucceſs, they 
D- 
„ ſecured every ſurrounding conqueſt before they advanced 
1 Pg 
a Y eons the principal fortreſs of Jeruſalem ;—when, prepared 
0 

: gat length for this final conflict, they proclaimed their threats 
* 4 with enthuſiaſtic arrogance to the beſieged inhabitants of the 
ch 9 1 

| Leity what was the progreſs, and what the iſſue of the 
is 

up © tranſaction ?: They ſent forward their heralds to vaunt their 
Je 
A —— arms, to blaſpheme the God under whoſe Pro- 
= vidence the Hebrew Nation had ſo long flouriſhed, and to 
1 ſummon the King to ſurrender up his ſovereignty to the 
al 

3 exorbitant tyranny of Aſſyria. And, when they were earneſtly 
eſs 
„ Yextorte by the officers appointed to an interview, not to 
1 


expreſs their threats and blaſphemies in a language familiar 
, to the multitude, but in one equally convenient for the pur- 
# poſes of a conference, they eagerly ſeized on the opportunity | 
[I for exciting diſcontent and rebellion, in order to acee- 
lerate their own ſucceſs by accumulating: difficulties on the 
Hebrew Government. The Aſſyrian General, immediately 
4 directing his addreſſes from the Conſtituted Authorities of 


hat - 
a g the kingdom to the diſtreſſed populace of the city, provoked | 
1 ö them, by every argument powerful over the imagination 


9 * paſſions, to throw off their allegiance to their prince, and 
to enter into a treaty with him apart, for their deliverance 
% and ſecurity. « Hearken not to Hezekiah,” ſaid he, © but 
# come forth, and mate PEACE with ME, and every man ſhall. 
= © eat of his own vine, and his own fig tree, and every one ſhall 
drink waters from his own ciſtern, till I carry you away into 
a country (like your own) rich in corn and wine, a land 
of bread and vineyards, Let not the King ſeduce you, by 


" faying, that Gop will deliver you “ 
Sh © Tk The 


( 
iT he behaviour of the Jewiſh people, at this trying emer- 
gency, was ſuch as to mark them out, for admiration and 


example, to the lateſt generation of mankind. Inſpired by 
fidelity, piety, and courage,— ſenſible of the nature of the 


Cx1s1s in which they ſtood, and of the abſolute dependence 


of every interęſt on their conduct in it, they diſplayed a loyalty 


and ſelf. command beyond all praiſe. They refuſed, in any 
degree, to take a part in the parley; they ſuffered all the im- 
pieties, blaſphemies, and bravados of the Aſſyrian to paſs by 
without a reply; and they maintained a ſtubborn ſilence that no 


promiſe nor provocation could ſeduce.” They held their peace, 
© andanſweted him not a word; becauſe the order of the king 
« was,— Anſwer him not.“ — Still, however, the evil was aug- 


menting. When this outrageous general had impreſſed on the 


multitude the pleaſures and benefits they would derive from 
2a diſloyal and rebellious peace, he proceeded to deter them from 
a pertinacious adherence to virtue, which he alledged muſt 
end in their deſtruction, by oftentatiouſly recounting the in- 
efficacy of all reſiſtance which had hitherto been oppoſed to the 


arms of his nation. He ſet before their view, the gigantic 


proportions of the empire againſt which they were engaged; 
he enumerated the neighbouring cities, fortreſſes, and kingdoms, 

which it had recently ſubdued; he pointed out to them the 
whole of their own country then ſubject to its ſceptre, except- 
ing only the ſingle fortreſs within which they were immured. 
—W hat was dreadful in all this picture was, that is was ALL 
TRUE; that this exulting miſſionary exaggerated nothing, but 
fairly ſtated their unchecked career of triumphs and ſucceſs, 


The ſituation was tremendous in the extreme; the danger 


manifeſt and imminent ; nor could ſuch circumſtances fail to 


awaken in the parties intereſted, ſentiments and feelings pro- 


por- 
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feelings did they awaken? To WHAT OBEN did they attract 
their thoughts? Had the ſentiment been prudential cowardice,and 


on which they would have relied from the Aſſyrian power, 


los of all future means of legal ſecurity, and the anguiſh of 


Hof their long experienced Deliverer. 


in the breaſt either of the KinG, his Counciz,or his PeopLE. 


plation of the Aſſyrian armies, to the Inviſible but Almighty 
Diſpoſer of ALL ARMIES AND VicToRIEs,—andtheir hearts, 
inſtead of drooping into cowardice, derived animation and tone 
from a ſenſe of His Supremacy. Far from yielding the moſt 
minute tribute of ſecret admiration or applauſe, of ſubmiſſion 
1 or fear, to this hoſt of impious and victorious invaders, all their 
23 arrogance only ſerved to provoke a commenſurate indignation 
and diſguſt ; and, in proportion as the ſpirit of extravagance 


was elated in the one, the ſpirit of ſacred ardour was exalted 
in the other, One ſentiment and one affection united this 


portioned to their magnitude. But, wHAT ſentiments and 


had the Afyrian been its object; had they computed and com- 
pared only the proximate means of defence and of attack ;—and 
had a ſervile admiration of the fuperiority-of the latter, ſeduced 
3 them to embrace the means of peace and promiſes of proſperity 
held out to them, the people had fallen, and with full deſert, 
into immediate ſervitude, and final ruin; and the protection 


3 although it profferred to them plauſible viſions of ſuperior in- 
Y dependence and liberty, would have been transformed into the 


firremediable ſubjection; in juſt reward for their deſertion 


But, ſentiments vile and criminal like theſe, found no place 


Though the danger awakened a ſharp conviction of the in- 
ſufficiency of the means they could oppoſe, to check or turn the 
tide that run againſt them, yet that conviction only ſerved 
to divert their thoughts the more ſtrenuouſly from a contem- 
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pairing and ſtrengthening his. ramparts, and Q cauſing ſwords | 


© AFRAID NOR DISMAYED on account of the king 2of Aﬀyri 


is Mok with us then with 1M. With 11M is an armef feb, I 
but with vs is the LorD our God to help us, and to fight 
e gur battles. And the people relied with confidence on the word: © L 3 


theſe words of blaſphemy and audacious ſecurity, and will 
accompliſh our deliverance by the judgment He ſhall inflict | 
on ſuch impiety. This prince was no prophet, neither did he 
lay any claim to the powers of inſpiration. He was a plain, 
good, and pious man, who judged, from the urgency of the 3 


philoſophical. It was agreeable in every reſpect with what ob- 
ſervation, reaſon, and religion direct us to ſuppoſe. * Man' 3 


| v4 9 Þ 
exemplary body ; and diſplayed 2 king and 4 people in every NM 
reſpect worthy of each other. The preparations of the aſſailants 
increaſed the alacrity of the beſieged; ; the prince, after re- 


* and ſhields to be made in abundance,” collected his brave ad- 
herents together in a ſpacious part of the city, and e 
them by theſe words: Be vigorous and courageous, be Nor 


<« nor on account of the multitudes that are with him; for there A 


cc of Hezehiah.” Probably (faid the king) God will notice 1 


criſis, the paſt experience of God's diſtinguiſhed deliverances, 
and the ſuitableneſs of the preſent juncture to the majeſty of 
His ſpecial vindication, that it was Highly probable He might ; 
interfere, to avenge His own great name, and to reſcue a 
people perſevering in their duty to the laſt. This judgment | 

was ſound; or, according to the modern jargon, profoundly | 


&« neceſſity (ſays Lord Bacon, ſomewhere) is God's opportunity.” 3 | 
On this intelligible maxim Hezekiah reſted all his expecta- 3 | 
tions ; determined, at the ſame time, to reſiſt unto the laſt 2 
extremity, ſhould ſuch prove to be the good pleaſure of God, 3 
Had this not been in his determination, we may ſafely pro- q 
nounce, that no deliverance would have been afforded. But, 

thus 4 
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ts WT thus reſolved, he drew his probable opinion. {He was noT 

FF MISTAKEN ; for no ſooner had he communicated his anxieties 
and ſentiments to the prophet Iſaiah, than that ſublime oracle 
preſently relieved the minds of himſelf and his people by return- 
ing the few words that ſollow.— Thus ſhall ye ſay unto your 
„ maſter: Thus ſaith the Lord; BE NOT AFRATD of the words 
3 « which thou haſt heard, wherewith the king of Afſyria hath 
= < blaſphemed Me;—behold, I will ſend a blaſt upon him; and 
cc he ſhall hear a rumour, and return to his own land; and I 
« will cauſe him to fall bythefword in his own land. —He ſhall 
„ ſhall vor come into this city, nor ſhoot an arrow there, 
2 c nor come before it with ſhields, nor raiſe a bank againſt it. 
| bs. « By the way that he came, by the ſame ſhall he return, and 
Þ « ſhall-not come into this city, faith the Lord.” The ſudden 


1e 43 and dreadful deſolation of thoſe formidable forces which 
n, 4 ſpeedily followed this denunciation, recorded by the Jewiſh 
1e Hiſtorians * and partially preſerved by one of the Greek + ;— 
8, and the c rumour” which called him back into his own capital, 
of where he fell by the hands of his two ſons ;—theſe conſtituted 


the awful fulfilment of the deliverance, which-piety and faith 
firmly expected, and which a watchful Providence ſeaſonably 
afforded. eee NL . 


1t 

5. And here, in remarking on the protection aud proſperity 
” 1 extended to Hezekiah and his people, it is very material that 
„ve ſhould obſerve, that his reign was diſtinguiſhed by the 


moſt energetic endeavours on His part, to revive the fading 
W !2fluence of religion, which had grievouſly abated ; and; on 
1 b the part of his people, by a fervent and effectual co-operation 

with thoſe endeavours: fo that, (as Dean Prideaux obſer ves) 
the true worthip of God was AGAIN univerſally reſtored 
e throughout all the land; and they might have received a bleſ- 


* 2 Kings xix.—z Chron, xxxii,—lfaiah xxxvii, + Herod, lib. II. cap. 147, 
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and inſtruments within our induſtry, are more than ſufficient, 
under God's direction, to work out our preſervation. But 
the firſt and determining principle of this important reſult 
We act from theſe principles, NATIONALLY, and are reſol- 
amongſt us; if we call up a character of fortitude, of ſeve- * 
THAT SENTIMENT to the only power which is OMN1- L 


POTENT ;—then, we ſhall obtain a ſure pledge and earneſt 
of the Divine Deliverance, and may expect it with a confi- 


heaven; yet we may impreſs upon our minds, that, fo long 


( 16 ) 1 1 
« fing proportionable, had they with the ſame zeal 22 4 


cc in it. * 


The ground of confidence on which the king and people 1 


of Jeruſalem repoſed, and which reſpected no leſs God's 


direction of ordinary agencies than his diſplay of ſupernatural "1 
power, lies open freely to us all, provided we furniſh our- 
felves with the only quality which can enable us to uſe it; E 


viz.—Reliance on God's Providence ; and a determination to | 2 
adhere inflexibly to duty, fearing no one, but Him. : 


That ſupernatural efforts ſhould be made in our behalf, 


is ſcarcely farther beyond the bounds of our expectation, | 
than it ought to be beyond the limits of our deſire. The 


ordinary agencies of the world, and the innumerable means 


muſt ariſe from within ourſelves. We muſt there kindle and 
feed the ſpark of virtue, of obedience, and of. piety, If 


ved to expel profligacy, effeminacy, depravity, and ſedition from 


rity, of hardy virtue; and, erecting ourſelves above the 
FEAR of every human power, ſurrender up the whole of 


dence as ſtrongly grounded as that of Hezekiah. Though 
we look for no avenging angel, no fire from earth or from 


» Prideaux's Connection, vol. I. p. 23. 


vs: 


1 


as the powers of the winds and ſeas the thoughts and paſ- 
ſions of man- and the iſſue of battles, are under the ſecret 
control and influence of God, ſo long His Omnipotence may 
direct and turn them all to the proſperity of thoſe, who 
co-operate with His Will with fidelity and Surge 


How various the ways are by which He can move theſe 


agencies to His pleaſure, is no where more ſignally demon- 


ſtrated, than in the annals of this our illuſtrious and favoured 


- country, If, among other inſtances, we look back two 


hundred years, to the period When the Spaniſh Empire, then 
at the plenitude and higheſt pinnacle of its power and great- 
neſs, directed its whole energy and means to accompliſh the 
extinction of this little kingdom, we ſhall perceive the full 


force of this remark. When the feeble condition of the 


Engliſh Crown,—dividing the land with a rival power, — 


ftreightened for ſupplies, —ſhaken by the conflicts of religious 
diſſentions, — and deftitute of the reſources of commerce, —ap- 
peared to place it beyond every means of effectual reſiſt- 
ance when, during three ſuccecding years, all the wealth, 


marine, and armies of Spain, were unremittingly engaged 
in preparing an armament that was to be INVINCIBLE ; 


when the ſovereignty of the coaſts of Flanders and of Hol- 
land, afforded incalculable facilities to the invaders; while 


the infant and inexperienced navy of England appeared 
utterly incapable of counteracting an adverſary ſo gigantic; 
—when no ally appeared among the powers of Europe to 
eſpouſe the Engliſh cauſe ;—when the rancour of bigotry, 
which affected to propagate religion by perſecution, (as our 


preſent adverſaries to propagate freedom by tyranny) gave en- 


mity its ſharpeſt edge; —and when, at length, this mighty 
force was completed, and, failing from the Tagus, arrived 


. | 17 


= 
FE 
Sp oe 


N * r OA - 5 = —_— EET ere _ — * -3 — * 2 - —— — _ _ 
as — ; * Se, ” : FX 2 2 - . — — p: I? * — 9 Le - — - — - 2 — 2 — * 7 EA k 
< > 8 : — — : — 8 - v2 T : * 2 a . = - . 2 5 — 
"5 I IT © ee — . — * — — , . a l 

; * * n — . . — — Ss LY b. » i I Mo 544 "x." & & —— — . 

2 CW * 6 ··[lr 2 * - - = - — * 


— 


- * * 


8 


— 


— 


2 


—— •2ł 


OE 
i 
2 r 


* EOS NS”) 


* I — 


DG — + 


* 2 
n 


> r * 2 


Sa Em. OS one 3 * 


e gi 
” * 


r 
4 822 * 


— 


BO Re? 
- ALE” Be . 


(. 38-1 
IN SAFETY on the CoasTs of CoRNWALL ; the ſituation | 
of Elizabeth and of England was not leſs deſperate, : 
than that of Hezekiah and Jeruſalem. There appeared no 
human means of reſiſtance, not only not commenſurate 
with, but not bearing any proportion to, the aſſault impend- 
ing. Yet, what was the iſſue ?-No interpoſition, that we 
call miraculous, produced the failure of that great and fa- 
vourite plan; but, natural cauſes, —or rather natural effects | 
under an Irreſiſtible Manager, accompliſhed that total diſcom- 
fiture, by which the country was preſerved on the very mar- 3 
gin of deſtruction. — England Twas not then to be annihilated; ſhe 8 
was deſtined to act a diſtinguiſhed part in the reſtoration of Pp 
religion, and the cultivation of the human mind ; 3 this deſtiny 2 
was ſealed by God; and the hand of man was impotent againſt 
it. Like our infuriate and implacable adverſaries of the pre- 
ſent day, the INVINCIBLE SPANIARD was bent to extinguiſh 
England in the heart of her Aetropelis : *—nevertheleſs, & he 
did rot come into this city—hor ſhoot an arrow there—nor 
c come before it with ſhields—nor raiſe a bank againſt it; 
6 by the way that he came, by the ſame did he return. and 
© did NOT ENTER INTO THIS Crrx.“ 


The moment choſen by the Spaniſh power to attempt our 
deſtruction, was the very moment in which Providence had 
ſecretly decreed the diſmemberment of its dominions, and the 
downfal of its pre-eminence. The fruſtration of the grand 


„ The plan formed by the king of Spain was, that the Armada ſhould fail to 
the coaſt oppoſite to Dunkirk and Newport; and having chaſed away all Engliſh 
or Flemiſh veſſels, which might obſlruct the paſſage (for it was never ſuppoſed 
they could make oppoſitien), ſhould join themſelves with the Duke of Parma, 
ſhould thence make ſail to TEE THAMES, and having landed the whole Spaniſh 
army, thus complete, AT ONE BLOW, THE WHOLE ConoQuesT or ENGLAND.“ 


Hume's Hiſt, Engl. Vol. V. p. 340. WI 
plan 
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plan of Ix ASTON was ſpeedily fol! owed by the fir convul- 
fions which ſhook the Spaniſh throne, and brought its conſe- 
quence into that declenſion which it has ever ſince gradually 
purſued. Let us have faith enough to believe it at leaſt poſſible 
that a ſimilar deliverance may now be extended to us, and a 
parallel deſtiny overtake our lawleſs adverſary. Though a 
ſharper conflict may be required from our preſent maturity, of 
vigour, yet let us not merit a contrary iſſue, by a leſs faithful and 
manly employment of our many, than our anceſtors of their 
ſeanty reſources. Let us endeavour. to falſify, by the energy 
of our example, the dreadful axiom of the heathen, that 
« There is LESS YIGOUR, in the Goon than in the Bapy”— 
« Minor vis bonis guam malis ineſt.“ And let nothing extort 
from us that deſperate ſentiment “ Why ſhould we wait for | 
“God any longer?“ but let us, on the contrary, Starry His 
leiſure, and be ſtrong;' —let us NOT FEAR, but wait and 
6 witneſs 1 ſalvation.“ 


But we need not look ſo far back, for examples of 
protection; many and ſtriking are the inſtances Which our 
own eyes have witneſſed, and our own experience taſted. 

Internal turbulence, in ſpite of war and faction, has been al- 
layed ;—weakneſs, in ſpite of exertion, has been converte 

into ſtrength —and alarm, in ſpite of danger, into CONfd2nce, — 
When did the power of Providence over the hearts and 
paſſions of men, diſplay itfelf (to thoſe who have eyes to ſee) in 
a manner ſo bordering on miraculous, as on 2 recent delivery 
of the laſt year; when the moral bands by which alone our 
political exiſtence is held together, were ſuddenly burſt aſuuder, 
and as ſuddenly repaired? When the very theatre of deadly 
rebellion was transformed into a theatre of loyalty and duty— 
And when the very hands that held the dagger to the heart of 
Britain, i in a few weeks place, her brighteſt laurel on her brow! * 


* The Vigsory over the Dutch Fleet, Oct. 17, 1797. 
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—An event, I believe, in all its relations and circumſtances, 


without its parallel in the moral hiſtory of man! Theſe, if I 


do not greatly miſtake, are ſufficient evidence, that God can and 


dos overrule the hearts of men, and the powers of nature. 
That he will do ſo, in any particular inſtance, muſt — 


altogether upon moral principles, 


W hat theſe principles are, has been ſtated in general; viz, 
an evidence or conſciouſneſs of a virtuous tendency, in the bulk 
of thoſe who compoſe the Britiſh nation. Which tendency it 
it is eaſy for us to promote, if we poſſeſs it, 
for us to acguire, if we poſſeſs it not. 


or it is yet eaſy 
But, that all our 


final hopes of national ſalvation depend upon the actual 
 frudtification of virtue, or at leaſt on a moral proof af the diſpoſition 


of the tree to produce it, is a poſition which I hold to be MANI- 


FEST AND INCONTROVERTIBLE. 


ich 


Many are the lights hung out to indicate the courſe which 
leads to virtue and to ſafety : many and ſkilful are the guides 
who ſtand ready to conduct us. 
my readers *. 


To them therefore I refer 
And I ſhall conclude theſe reflections with a 
few deſultory remarks, which appear to me, in the preſent 


convulſed ftate of popular ideas, to be both pertinent and im- 


portant. 


4 And Firſt, notwithſtanding the ſervile flatteries to 
which the hypocriſy and cunning + of Faction will deſcend, 


* It would be vain and ſuperfluous to attempt to enumerate them here— 
they are found in every ſhop. But I muſt remark, that if, among them, our 
old and learned Divines were more familiarly reſorted to ;—if Barrow, Tay- 
lor, South, Sherlock, Secker, and many others, were called back into faſhion- 


able notice the omen would be moſt . 
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| to advance its own progreſs to authority and power, I ſhall 
; s affirm, that the inferior orders of the community are not 
a whit leſs corrupt, and mentally diſeaſed, than the higher ; 
What a depraved ſpirit of SELF-W1LL, reſiſting the rights of 

F 2 and of conſcience, is very "equally diffuſed among ALL. 
0 That the ARROGANCE of the high is amply matched by 
| he INSOLENCE of the low ; the profligacy, irreligion, 
adimpation, and duplicity of the one, by the idleneſs, auda- 
# ity, vanity, and knavery of the other. 


| In this ſtate of things, no claſs of the community has 
any ſuperior plea to take umbrage at another, but ALL. 
; q ave ample and equal cauſe to be diſcontented with THEM- 
Serves. If indeed, we take a rigid view of things, and 
Ef onfder the corruption of vice into which opulent nations 
F have fallen, I believe we may ſafely affirm, that no nation 
I W has ever yet exiſted on the earth, and reached to our emi- 
2 nence of wealth and refinement, which has yet retained ſo 
3 much of moderation and decorum, ſo many inſtances of virtue, 
= © many examples of religion, as may be diſcovered in the 
opulent claſſes of our Society. If the private virtues of a 
A nation deſcend by example from its HEAD, honour and truth 
3 will pronounce, that private virtue ſhould be plentiful amongſt 
1 us; for truth and honour pledge themſelves to this, that 
| Nieser examples of it are very rarely exhibited, even where 
the temptations to vice are leſs numerous or ſeductive. The 
3 Thabit of near forty years, may perhaps occaſion us to conſider 
1 it as the natural order of things; but, when the inexorable 
hand of time ſhall have awakened our conviction, and ſhall 
have reduced us to the ſad neceflity of looking back for it to 
| the records of memory, we ſhall then bear witneſs to the vir- 
tues, which the aſperity of political jealouſies would baſely 
con- 
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conceal, Whatever theſe inay be, I leave them to the future 
hiſtorian, equally free from the imputation of courtly preju- 
dice, and factious malignity. Yet there is one character dif. 
tinguiſhing the palace, ſo notorious and rare as to claim 
_ obſervation 3 and which is aſcribed to the great Conſtantine 
in words ſo ſingularly appoſite, that it would be difficult to 

decide which prince they moſt befit. “ Nulla natronarum, cujui 
« forma emendatior fuerit, boni ſui piguit, quum ſub ABS T Ex- 
« SSO IMPERATORE ſpecies luculenta non axons 
c TRIX LICENTIZ et, ſed PUDORIS ORNATRIX.” 

<« No female, whoſe beauty diſtinguiſhed her from PO 

e had cauſe to lament her ſuperiority ; for, with this moſt 
<« temperate prince, beauty was not held a provocative for 
vice, but an embelliſhment for modeity.” They, who are 
more immediately intereſted in the fate of „ters, of daughters, 


or of wives, feel beſt how to appreciate chis character at the 


sI Ir of cet. 


II. Secondly, in declaiming againſt luxury, and ſeeking to 
purge our internal ſyſtem of manners, it behoves us to call in 
the grave and ſteady counſels of witdom, and not to yield our- 
ſelves altogether, and at once, to the impulſive tide of enthuſi- 
aſm. It is neceſſary to diſtinguiſſi in luxury, or to define it. 
For we are too apt to attribute to indifferent things, a crimi- 
nality which can only attach on the uſe we make of them; and 
an unrefleQing enthuſiaſm may involve all in a i diſorder, which 


the moderation of wiſdom would have prevented. In correct- 


ing, therefore, the abuſes and habits of a nation, —populous, 
opulent, and active, — wiſdom directs us to cut off, in the firſt 
inſtance, only that whoſe condition is undeniably morbid, 
or whoſe qualities are unequivocally deſtructive. That 
which conſtitutes real and ſubſtantial vice, or whoſe 
f exiſtence 
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exiſtence is in neceſſary relation with it. To aſſaſſinate 
conjugal happineſs, or to poiſon the parental example, 


5 by ADULTERY, Or by aſſiſting, befriending, or protecting 
: it: To hazard the endowments of fortune, or to ſtake the 
K honeſt comforts, perhaps the very ſubſiſtence, of a wife and 
. children, on the turn of acAaRD ara DIE; in ſelfiſh gratification 
A of a taſte as incomprehenſible to reaſon as to virtue; and, 


by the remote effect of example, to convulſe the carnings of 
induſtry, and the little alleviations of indigence: To contri- 
bute, either directly or by example, to defeat the end of, or to 
ſtrip ſociety of the benefits reſulting from, that ſacred proviſion, 
(which true philoſophy ſurveys with no leſs admiration than true 
1 religion, and) by means of which the indefinite lapſe of time 
has been ſo graduated, during a courſe of ſome thouſand years, 


as to recal the mind, at the ſhort interval of every SEVENTH 
: pax, to a ſenſe of its ſituation and character, and of its abſolute | 
= dependance for happineſs on the pleaſure of its Creatorz 
2 proviſion, which facilitates more than any other that could 
be deviſed the means of preſerving, or reſtoring, the morals of 
% ll ? people, and which ought therefore to be as dear to ſound 
in policy, as it is to genuine piety ; theſe, and a long catalogue 
A. of deſtructive practices, call loudly for an immediate and 
I rigorous mandate, iſſued from the authority of PuBLic 
7 OrIN ION, and inforced by the execution of PUBLIC Fashion 
4 and EXAMPLE. | 
1d | | == mY 
b We cannot be too careful to draw a broad and diſtinct line 
'% 12 between that which is corrupt in itſelf, and therefore corrupt 
2 5 allo in the 2%, and that which is indifferent in itſelf, and ren- 
+ dered corrupt only by abuſe: Left, by unfkilfully extending 
4 N the knife beyond the part diſeaſed into the healthy fleſh, we 


7 ibould violate a vital, and 4i// where we intended to cure. 
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Let us therefore aſcend to firſt principles, and fiy; that if 
a ſtate of opulence, ariſing by natural proceſs from the activities 
of commerce, be not in :tſelf criminal, the firſt natural reſults 
of that ſtate of opulence will not be criminal either But 
here, ſome puzzle themſelves by the notion of natural reſults; 
and becauſe depravity and corruption follow after opulence, 
they aſſume, that eorruption and depravity are its natural re- 
| ſults; and therefore, that the cauſe of corruption (they would 
_ reaſon) muſt needs be corrupt itſelf. But though it may be natu- 
ral to a living nature to die, yet it is ſurely firſt of all natural 
to it to live. The diſſolution of an animal ſyſtem is, without | 
doubt, its inevitable, and therefore natural, end; but, that the 
diſſolution may be accelerated or retarded, no one who reflects 
can deny; and if he does not deny this, then he cannot deny, 
that the fir i natural reſults to that ſyſtem are, exiſtence, health, 
and vigour. So alſo it is withaſyſtem of En, ene 4 


7 a may ho ab HET" or protracted, by expelling or encouraging| ; 
the internal morbid ſeed. But if that ſeed be expelled, and 
meaſures taken to protract the diſſolution, this ſyſtem may 1 
ſubſiſt in maſculine health, preſerving all its s opulence, all its : 
activity, and all its numbers. Z 
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Now a FED comprehending theſe three characters, and 1 
ſtudious to expel every corrupt ſeed, will naturally live, and 5 
acquire other characters reſulting from the legitimate and 2 
fair uſe of its faculties. Opulence will naturally produce 
leiſure; activity will cauſe the direction of the human : 1 

powers to various objects, beſides thoſe of the firſt neceſſity; 
| and the co-operation of numbers, will accelerate and multiply ; | 
"y the reſults. The mind, called off from the anxiety of 
| "188 drudging to exiſt, will naturally and gradually ſettle into! 
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repoſe, and unfold its infinite varieties. The innumerable modes 


and qualities of enjoyment, which the goodneſs of God has fo pro- 


fuſely ſcattered over his creation, will be curiouſly inquired 


after and purſued, The reſult of all this, which I maintain 


is the natural proceſs of ſuch a ſyſtem, may be expreſſed by 
the general term of refinement. —Hitherto we have faid nothing 
of MORALS. But now comes the teſt which determines the 
condition of this refinement. We have hitherto ſpoken only 
of its uſe—it is in its abiſe that all its criminality conſiſts, — 


If the enjoyments are purſued, or embraced, in a manner or 
degree contrary to THAT RULE by which we are CONSCIOUS 
they SHOULD BE USED ;—lf they become the FIRsT OBJEcTs 


in our minds, ſuperſeding in our concern their liberal bur 
jealous DISTRIBUTOR ; and obſtructing our proſpective view 


of that FINAL STATE, to arrive at which was the oxLy 
REASON Why we were placed here at all. If they divert us 


from a ſervice which we know is of more importance than 
our perſonal indulgence, or if they tempt us to ſuſpend an 
activity which we know we ſhall be expected to have diſ- 
played then criminality attaches, not on the things but on 


us; and on our infatuated wills, which refuſe to accept of food 
without poiſon. In reforming our manners, therefore, let us 


look adviſedly to the real cauſe of corruption, and rigidly am- 


putate that, Let us aſcertain, what the fubborn principle is 


that will not be ſatisfied to vſe without abuſing ; and let us cor- 
rect it. Let us in ſhort, endeavour in general to reſtore USE, 
and to baniſh ABUsE.—Enthuſiaſm, though it ſhould ſpring 
from the gates of Heaven, is an impulſe as indiſcriminating as 
the whirlwind. Without the curb of wiſdom, it is near of 
kin to the zeal of the labourers, who, ſeeing their maſter's 
crop implicated with weeds, afked him, —“ Wilt thou that we 
« go and gather them up?“ But what ſaid the wiſe and wary 


owner ?—< Nay; leſt while ye gather the tares, ye root up 
alſo the wheat with them.” 


3 But 
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we are conſidering 
mind, in that maturity of ſociety, on which it may relax its 
energies; and which are only criminal by abuſe, and only 
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But further; iadiſcrimination, in the preſent caſe,'is not only 
wnwiſe, but it is alſo eryingly wnjuft. If that which enthufi- 
aſm would fain deftroy, as in itſelf criminal, be not ſo,—if that 


Which it would render odious under the name of luxury, be 


capable of becoming innocent, even ſalutary, by a fair uſe ;— 
its ardour tends to eject multitudes from an honeſt living, and 
to ravage the juſt property of aſſiduous and cultivated talents, 
It is abſurd to apply the ſtandard of manners of a rude and 
infant ſociety to the ſame in its more advanced ſtages. We 


muſt ever ſeek its ſtandards in the reaſon of the thing. Let 


us not then render a wiſe and practicable reformation of morals 
and manners impracticable, by hampering it with the fetters 
of undigeſted zeal. 


to promote the beſt uſe of that, which is only evil in its abuſe. 
'The various refinements of arts, of taſte, of elegance, which 


enthuſiaſm throws without diſtinction into the lump of luxuries, 


are, under wiſe control, fair and natural fruits of the ſyſtem 
: they are even the wants of the human 


dangerous from their temptation to abuſe. Let us not ſeek 


. to annihilate theſe, the honeſt bread of thouſands ; but ſeek 


to maintain them in their ſafe and natural poſitions, It is an 


heavy reproach to a nation, as to an individual, when its in- 


corrigible propenſity to abuſe its bleſſings, requires that it 


ſhould be ſtripped even of their uſe, —Inſtead of crying down 
all amuſements, all public exhibitions or relaxations, merely 
becauſe they have been, or are, abuſed ; let us nationally de- 


precate, reſiſt, and baniſh the abuſe, and reſtore them to that 


fair exerciſe, by which they may become an innoxious means to 


ſoften, or diſſipate, the 2 of — or the broodings 


of 


Let us be ſatisfied by cutting off at firſt 
all that is really bad, and content ourſelves by every endeavour 
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of diſcontent 3 or be rendered active inſtruments to kindle 
virtue and inſpire obedience, and inforce and vindicate the 
high and paramount authority of REGENERATED PUBLIC 
OPINION. 


HI. Some pious men there are, who have ſought to ſubli- 
mate Chriſtianity to ſuch airy*heights, as to render it irre- 
concileable, not merely with the corruptions of man, but 
with the inevitable and ordained plan on which all human 
ſocieties muſt exiſt. Full of holy admiration at that character, 
which renders it equally and univerſally applicable to the 
Whole human race, they are not aware that they entirely 
overlook the relations by which it unites and articulates with 
the ſyſtem of ſocial and local diſtinctions; an arrangement 
not leſs depending upon principles implanted by the God of 
Nature, than the diſpenſation of Chriſtianity itſelf; as mult in- 
deed be confeſſed by all, who are not profeſſed ſticklers for Vui- 
verſal Monarchy, or for Univerſal. Fraternixation. *—< When 


5 < the Moſt High divided to the Nations _ inheritance ; 


« when He ſeparated the Sons of Adam;“ ““ when He 
« diſperſed them over the ſurface of the hola earth ;'* 
diſtinguiſhing their views and local intereſts by the impedi- 
ments of language and of diſtance ; He then eſtabliſhed 
THAT SYSTEM, which the preſent earth mult retain as long 


* There are many points of cloſe affinity between the ſpirit of outrageous 
impicty, which now iſſues from the focus of France, and the ſpirit of furious 
hypocriſy, which raged in England and Germany during the middle of the laſt cen- 
tury. The one, wearing the maſk of religion, preached up univerſal ſanity—the 
other, trampling on religion, but aſſuming the maſk of philoſophy, propounds uni- 
verſal philanthropy. From among the former of theſe proceeded the Ho'y Com- 


_ munity, who, proclaiming the unity and univerſality ef Chriſt's monarchy over 


all human ſocieties, © aimed bt the ſubverſion of all human government, and were for 


turning all things into the moſt deplorable confiſion.” Noſbeim, Hiſt. Eccl. Vol. V. 


p. 410. From the latter, iſſued the Phileſaphical Fraternity, who have ſo ſucceſe- 
ſully copied their example, — have ſo ably improved its imperfections. 
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as it ſhall continue, The principles on which it is eſtabliſh. 
ed, being thoſe of unerring and immutable W iſdom, become 
the ground of a ſyſtem of relative duties, which reaſon and 
wiſdom point out to us, and which Chriſtianity in no manner 
Oppoſes. Among theſe duties is that, which we. call 
PATRIOTISM ;—a duty, that Chriſtianity, far from annihil. 
ating, corrects, defecates, and exalts, It reduces it to its 
unadulterated and genuine nature, of dutiful ſubjection, 
Faithful obedience, and tender affetion, to the authority 
under whoſe care it has ple eaſed God to place us; ; to dif. 
charge that duty with ultimate reference to Himſelf, as the 
final cauſe of all duty; and to perform this with unabating 
ardour, and a proſpect beyond any conſideration which this 
life can preſent. It cleanſes it from the virus of pride, inſo- 
lence, ambition, tyranny, or revenge, by which it was too 
frequently diſgraced in the heathen world; and leaves it— 
a ſteady fidelity to n a ready devotion, of our * lives x 
in 


* What is true of the ſacrifice of !ife, is no leſs obviouſly ſo concerning the 
r6::1ribution of property. In reſpe of this, indeed, private intereſt fleps in, to in. 
force the claims of duty, and to unite with her in awakening: the couvidtion of 
mankind.— At the preſent beur, it is of the laſt importance that every individua! 
ſhould yield himſelf to the united councils of thoſe two monitors. SzLT-Ix TEA 
x5T and DuTr, in aſſiſting the public cauſe,—Whether we bring gifts of the 
& cold rabia, or whether we caſt in © the widow's mite, matters not to the 
great iſſue, provided that we cöntribute Lonely in propartion to our reſpecbtive 
abilitics. They who, in this reſpect, hold their faith with their conſcicnces; 
contribute £QUALLY, Whatever be the ſpecific ſum of each; becaule, they all 
equally contribute to draw out a ſum for the public ſervice, from ho aggregate pro- 
perty of the country ;—he that has 1, in the proportion of r, —he that has 10 in 
the proportion of 10,—he that has 50 in the proportion of 50, &c. at the ſame 
time they ſecure an equal intereft by their litt e as the more opulent by their pre- 
Fuſios; and will become ſenſible of that intereſt the more diſtinctly, as ſoon as 
they ſhall feel themſelves in the capacity of contributors, and ſhall contemplate, 
| their own niht! in che bulk of their ne 5 e And let not the poorer 
__ _ claſſes 


— — — — 
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h. In ſupport of, and © ſubjection to, the Higher Power” under 

ne hich Providence has enrolled us; under which our firſt and 

nd W-1oſeft ties exiſt; and whoſe long experienced protection 

Cannot fail to awaken ſentiments of gratitude and love, in 
Hearts rightly diſpoſed. That we are never to put our lives 

Pn riſk, I conceive no refining pietift will maintain that we 
"re never to hazard them in the conflict of war, is what can 
never be alleged on the authority of Chriſt. He knew the 
5 yſtem of the earth, and left us to encounter that hazard 
hen the ſenſe of duty enjoined it; but, when duty 
; lid enjoin it, there to exhibit neither fear nor heſitation. 
Wc Fear not them that kill the body” did he teach ;—© He 
. that ſeeketh to fave his life, ſhall loſe it. —Whatſoever 
e take in hand to do, we are commanded to ““ do it 
Wc EAR TIL v, as to the Lord, and not unto men.” And 
pecauſe fear, (as we may not uncandidly conjecture) is the 


Auty to the viſionary ſecurity of apoſtacy, (whatever plauſible 
excuſe they may allege ;) ſo we find, that the“ FearFULL 


c AND ABOMINABLE” are linked together, and conſpicu- 
- ouſly noted among thoſe, whoſe depravity has conſigned 
: them to deſtruction. ON | 


To conclude ; if any reader, who ſhall have proſecuted theſe 
reflections thus far, ſhall be either ſurpriſed, diſappointed, or 
iſconcerted, that a ſubject, in the firſt 4nſtance political, ſhould 
o ſoon and fo intimately be implicated with religious princi- 
| [alles think that their little tributes are unworthy of contribution for, what, 
ji the name of reaſon, would a million of pounds be, without the ſeillings of which 
they conſiſt ? Let them be aware, that one pound contributed per head, wonld, 
ough I know that many cannot contribute a pound, nor half a pound, yet let 


Rores of BaiT154 Orvienca, 
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determining ſentiment of all who defert from the dangers of 


according to the common calculation, produce eighr millions of money. And 


them de their utmoſt in good faith, and the ſurplus will be araply ſupplied from the N 
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- ples and diſcuſſions ; ; I have only to obſerve; to ſuch a Teade, 
that when the paſſions and energies of man ſurpaſs a certai; 
boundary, they tranſcend; the line which ,circumſcribes th 
political order, and invade the MORAL. That ſuch is the cai; 
with the towering ſyſtem of wiekedneſs againſt. which we ai, 
now. contending, ; And that, whenever this has place, the 
magnitude of, the occaſion ſpurns 2 political ſcale, and will 
yield only to the meafures of morality and religion. If, under 
circumſtances ſuch as theſe, we renounce the lights and admo. 
nitions of religion, and perſiſt in contracting the whole of ou 
view within the trifling found of mere political relations, we 

may ailume it as a ſymptom. of certain and proximate ruin 
like the deſperate infatuation of the African bird, that knows 
no other way of calming» the palpitations of its fears, than by 
cloſing its s eyes on the Lions, of its deſtroyer. 


"TAE END. 
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